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Problems Encountered during the Learning Process

by Nursing Students in a Two-year Diploma Program

Masahiro Kakigami, Yasuhiro Matsuda
Gunma Prefectural College Of Health Sciences

Objective : The aim of this study was to identify problems encountered during the learning process by
nursing students in a two-year diploma program.

Methods : Data were collected from semi-structured interviews of 18 nurses who graduated from a
two-year nursing diploma program. All data were analyzed using a content analysis method based on
Berelson’s methodology used in nursing education.

Results : The problems encountered by nursing students could be classified into 23 categories, including
“Perplexed by the teacher’s educational method and the educational policies of the program” and
“Difficult to ensure the learning time due to parallel work and parent roles and academic.”
Conculusion : Nursing students in a two-year diploma program encountered 23 types of problems during
the learning process. They will encounter problems had six features, including “Nursing students in a
two-year diploma program have the characteristic of adult learners” and “Affected by the nursing students
in a two-year diploma program curriculum and student background.” These results are expected to
contribute to a better understanding of the problems encountered by nursing students and to help them
achieve their goals.

Key words : Two-year nursing diploma program, Nursing Students, Learning process, Problems



