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Current Status and Features of Definitions of
Terms Related to Health Care Accidents

Yumi Sagara, Hiromi Iwanami, Wakako Sadahiro, Naomi Yamasumi,
Yukari Takai, Etsuko Enoki, Midori Sugimori

Gunma Prefectural College of Health Sciences

The purpose of the present study was to clarify the definitions of principal terms related to health care
accidents in order to establish basic data for safety management education. A literature review of major
publications on safety management was conducted in order to identify definitions of the following terms

” o« ”»

related to health care accidents: “medical accidents,” “medical accidents in nursing service,” “adverse

” o« PN TS

events,” “sentinel events,” “incidents,” “hiyari-hatto (risks perceived by healthcare staff, but not causing
injury to patients),” “near misses,” and “errors.” These terms were analyzed in relation to objects,
causes, and outcomes ; furthermore, the features of these terms were clarified.

”» o«

Key words : safety management, medical accidents,
undergraduate nursing programs



