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Present State of Nursing Research on “Safety Management” in Japan

Naomi Yamasumi, Hiromi Iwanami, Wakako Sadahiro, Yumi Sagara,
Michiko Murakami, Michiyo Ohkawa, Midori Sugimori
Gunma Prefectural College of Health Science

Objectives : The purpose of this study was to clarify the present state of nursing research on safety
management and discuss issues regarding evidence-based education in undergraduate nursing programs.
Methods : Related literature published between 2004-2005 was identified by searching the Igaku Chuo
Zasshi database using the following keywords: “safety management,” “risk management,” “medical
safety,” and “nursing”. Descriptive statistics and a content analysis were performed on the selected
papers. ‘

Results : A total of 317 research papers were selected, of which approximately 45% were surveys. The
most common data collection method was the use of existing records, such as incident reports. Only 41
papers provided definitions of technical terms in safety management.

All papers were coded and categorized based on code similarities. Sixteen categories, including “plan-
ning, implementing, devising, and evaluating measures for preventing accidents in medical health and
welfare institutions” and “evaluation of education for nurses in safety management”, were defined.
Based on the features of the content categories, six safety management research areas were identified.
Conclusions : The present results suggest that it is necessary to produce more generalized research
findings on safety management for evidence-based education, as existing research on nursing care and
education has limitations. To prepare students for successful safety management, educational programs
should be drawn from the six areas of nursing research, and research findings should be used throughout
the undergraduate curriculum according to student’s readiness.

Key Words : safety management, literature study, undergraduate program for nursing,
nursing education



